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Boston University Residence Life

Residential Education
19 Deerfield Street, 2nd Floor
Boston, Massachusetts 02215
T: 617/353-3540  F: 617/353-6433
www.bu.edu/reslife 
November 6, 2009
[NAME OF SPECIALTY COMMUNITY ADVISOR] 
@bu.edu


Via postal and electronic mail

Dear [FName]:

Believe it or not, the beginning stages of the 2010/2011 RA Selection process have recently begun!  Though it is still early in the process, we write to deepen your understanding of RA Selection and to solicit your help in encouraging selected students from your classes to apply for an RA position for the 2010/2011 academic year.
Specialty Community RAs are in place to encourage in-depth exploration of academic disciplines and/or special interests within their assigned residential community.  As such, applicants for Specialty Community RAs should be exemplary scholars in their academic discipline (i.e., Engineering, French, Fine Arts, etc…) and/or role-models for their special interest (i.e., Wellness, Common Ground, Community Service, etc…).  Moreover, Specialty Community RAs also conduct standard RA duties and must exhibit a breadth of interpersonal competencies that enable them to develop a health community, assist students, enforce policy, conduct administrative tasks, and work as a team member.  At a moment’s notice, a Specialty Community RA may be called upon to mediate a heated roommate conflict, assist a suicidal resident, confront a student who is smoking marijuana, call in medical attention for a dangerously intoxicated student, or manage an office environment that serves as the customer-service point for 2,000 students.  As a result, our most successful Specialty Community RAs are those who can balance their specialized expertise with typical RA duties.
If you believe any of your students could be prospective RA applicants, then please steer them to the Residence Life website (http://www.bu.edu/reslife).  Once at our website, interested RA applicants can access informational documents and application materials about RA Selection 2010/2011.  RA applications are due by January 14, 2010, and final decisions will be made on March 20, 2010.  If you have time, we also encourage you to read “RA Selection 101: An Introduction to Residence Life and RA Selection at Boston University,” which should answer any question that you or your students might have about this process.  “RA Selection 101” is available via this link: http://www.bu.edu/dos/files/2009/10/ra-selection-101.pdf
Please also notify your respective Residence Hall Director or Assistant Area Director of any students who you encouraged to apply.  No applicant is guaranteed a position simply because he/she applied.  However, we will partner with you throughout this process as we attempt to match candidates with specialty communities in an effort to find the best overall fit.

We will write to you again in January of 2010 as we inch closer to the completion of this exciting process.  Until then, best wishes with the remainder of your semester. 
Sincerely,

Daryl Healea

Daryl Healea
Assistant Director for Student & Staff Development
Yvette Lancaster


Yvette Lancaster

Area Director, Lower Bay State Road

